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during the intersessional period: development of practical manuals


Draft practical manual: Terminology


Note by the Secretariat

1.
The terms of reference for the expert working group on the framework for the environmentally sound management (ESM) of hazardous wastes and other wastes contained in annex II to decision BC-11/1 requested the expert working group to, among other things, collect available information on national and other ESM standards and practices and to develop generic guidance on how to establish ESM. At its first meeting, the expert working group decided to work intersessionally to develop practical manuals on key topical areas of environmentally sound management. The group agreed to develop manuals on the following topics:

(a)
Terminology;

(b)
Principles / General Rules and Model Legislation;

(c)
Licenses / Permits;
(d)
Safety and Insurance / Liability;
(e)
Certification Schemes;
(f)
Prevention.
2. 
The annex to the present note contains the draft practical manual developed by the small group on terminology. This information has not been formally edited by the Secretariat and is presented as received.  

Annex




Introduction and Explanations
This document has been prepared to accompany the Manuals on Promotion of the Environmentally Sound Management of Wastes. These Manuals are directly related to the Basel Convention Framework on the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous wastes and Other Wastes
.

To help understand the terms in this manual and why they are used, it is important to understand the legal context within which they sit, in particular that:
• hazardous and other wastes are to be managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such waste
;

• transboundary movements of hazardous and other wastes subject to the Basel Convention should be reduced to the minimum consistent with their environmentally sound management
; and,
• the generation of hazardous and other wastes should be minimized
.

Purpose of the manual
The terms in this manual are intended to assist in the daily implementation of the Basel Convention, rather than a legal definition of the term in question. 
___________________________________________________________________________
Notes to the reader: 

1. Use of the symbol * 

The use of the symbol * at the end of a definition signals that a parallel definition currently exists in previously adopted technical guidelines and guidance documents such as the Revised technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of used and waste pneumatic tyres (hereinafter “tyres guidelines”), the Revised guidance document on the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life computing equipment (hereinafter “PACE glossary”)and the Guidance document on the environmentally sound management of used and end-of-life mobile phones (hereinafter “MPPI glossary”). 

___________________________________________________________________________
	3Rs
	Reduce, Re-use and Recycle
[To expand context]

	
	

	Accreditation
	The formal recognition by an independent body, generally known as an accreditation body, that a certification body is capable of carrying out certification. Accreditation is not generally obligatory but it adds another level of confidence, as ‘accredited’ means the certification body has been independently checked to make sure it operates according to international standards.

	
	

	Adverse effects
	Impacts that are harmful to human health and the environment, or that have the potential to create harm. [Inefficient use of natural resources, emissions to air, land or water, including noise and odours, that are harmful to human health, fauna, flora and other parts of environment].


	
	

	After care of a disposal 
site / rehabilitation
	The management of a site affected by a waste facility in such a way as to restore it to a satisfactory state, with particular regard to soil quality, wild life, natural habitats, freshwater systems, landscape and appropriate beneficial uses.

	
	

	All practical steps
	All actions that Parties and other key stakeholders, including governments, waste generators, carriers, dealers, brokers, waste management facilities and non-governmental organizations should take, as listed in Section VI of the Framework for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes, as adopted by decision BC-11/1 of the eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention.

	
	

	Application
	An official request for something in writing or electronically.

	
	

	Approval
	Officially accepting something as satisfactory.

	
	

	Approved site
	A place or amenity provided for a particular purpose, for example 'a waste management facility' , which has the approval of the responsible authority in the form of a permit, or licence or other authorisation. 

	
	


	Authorisati
on
	A written decision (or several such decisions) delivered by the responsible authority granting authorisation to operate a waste management facility and/or service provider, subject to certain conditions which guarantee that the facility or service provider complies with all the requirements established. The terms permit, license and authorisation are often used interchangeably. 

	
	

	Certification
 
	The provision by an independent body of written assurance (a certificate) that the product, service or system in question meets specific requirements. The International Accreditation Forum provides the contact details of national accreditation bodies. National accreditation bodies keep lists of accredited certification bodies or individuals for each country.

	
	

	Direct Re-use
	Re-use of a product for the same purpose for which it was conceived without the necessity of pre-processing, repair or refurbishment.
Vs. in legal clarity glossary:

[Option 1: The using again, by a person other than its previous owner, of a good or component [that is not waste] for the same purpose for which it was conceived without the necessity of pre-processing.**(draft e-waste guidelines, PACE glossary) ]
[Option 2: A substance or object destined for reuse directly without the need for any pre-processing
.]


	
	

	Disposal
	Any operation specified in Annex IV to the Basel Convention. (see Final Disposal)

Same as legal clarity glossary

	
	

	ESM
	Taking all practicable steps to ensure that hazardous and other wastes are managed in a manner which will protect human health and the environment against the adverse effects which may result from such wastes. This includes prevention, as prevention is considered a practicable step.
Same as legal clarity except underlined part

	
	

	Facility
	A place or amenity provided for a particular purpose, for example 'a waste management facility'.

	
	

	Final Disposal
	Any operation which does not lead to the possibility of waste minimization.  This definition includes disposal into or onto land, or deep wells, release into water bodies, onto the seabed, or into the sub-seabed, incineration of all types and permanent storage. (Most of these methods are found in Basel Annex IVA).

Vs. in legal clarity:

Disposal operations specified in Annex IV A of the Basel Convention, i.e., operations which do not lead to the possibility of resource recovery (including energy recovery), recycling, reclamation, or alternative uses.
**(PACE  glossary, ships guidelines)

	
	

	First party verification / Self-certification
	The practice of giving information about oneself or one’s company in a formal statement rather than asking a third party to do so. 

For example, with ISO14001, self-certification is an option.

	
	

	License
	A written decision (or several such decisions) delivered by the responsible authority granting authorisation to operate a waste management facility and/or service provider, subject to certain conditions that the facility or the service provider complies with all the requirements established. The terms permit, license and authorisation are often used interchangeably. 

	
	

	Life cycle

	Life cycle analysis (LCA) considers the entire life cycle of a product, from raw material extraction and acquisition, through energy and material production and manufacturing, to use and end of life treatment and final disposal (ISO 14040:2006, 4.1.2, life cycle perspective).

	
	

	Management system standards
	Standards that provide a model to follow when setting up and operating a management system. All ISO's management system standards are based on the principle of continual improvement e.g. “plan, do, check, act” model. An organization or company assesses its current situation, fixes objectives and develops policy, implements actions to meet these objectives and then measures the results. With this information the effectiveness of the policy, and the actions taken to achieve it, can be continually reviewed and improved.

	
	

	Minimization
	Waste minimisation includes source reduction, direct re-use, as well as re-use after repair or refurbishment, and recycling.

Vs. in Legal clarity:

[Waste minimization: The application of activities such as waste reduction, reuse,[and recycling] to minimize the amount of waste[ that requires [final] disposal.]](Technical Guidelines for the ESM of Biomedical and Health care Wastes(Y1 and Y3)


	Monitoring
	Periodic or continuous surveillance or testing to determine the level of compliance with management system requirements, or process requirements, or statutory requirements for example meeting values limiting emission levels to air, land and water.

	
	

	Permit
	A written decision (or several such decisions) delivered by the responsible authority granting authorisation to operate a  waste management facility and/or service provider, subject to certain conditions that the waste management facility or service provider complies with all the requirements established. The terms permit, license and authorisation are often used interchangeably. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Prevention
	Measures taken before a substance, material or product has become waste, that reduce: (a) the quantity of waste, including through the re-use of products or the extension of the life span of products; (b) the adverse impacts of the generated waste on the environment and human health; or (c) the content of harmful substances in materials and products.
Same as legal clarity

	
	

	Recovery
	Any operation the principal result of which is waste serving a useful purpose by replacing other materials which would otherwise have been used to fulfil a particular function, or waste being prepared to fulfil that function, in the plant or in the wider economy. The term does not include reuse or direct reuse of goods or components. Some recovery operations are identified in Annex IVB to the Basel Convention.


	
	Same as legal clarity

	
	

	
	

	Second party verification
	Where the certified company hires an audit firm, which is not a member of an independent certified body, to verify conformity with the standard.

	
	

	Source Reduction
	altering production processes to minimize the use of toxic or harmful substances and/or minimizing material or energy consumption and/or maximally substituting primary raw materials with secondary raw materials 
.

	
	

	Standards
	Standards may only be produced by National Standards Bodies (NSB). The NSB role includes co-ordinating and facilitating the development of standards of national origin. NSBs participate in regional or international standardization. This is through the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). Standards exist principally to provide a reliable basis on which common expectations can be shared regarding specific characteristics of a product, service
or process. 


	
	

	Storage
	Facilities where waste is unloaded in order to allow its preparation or handling for further transport for recovery, treatment or disposal elsewhere. National legislation may apply various time limitations on the length of storage.

	
	

	Strict Avoidance
	The complete prevention of hazardous waste generation by elimination of hazardous substances and inputs, where feasible.

	
	

	Third party verification
	Where the certified company uses an independent certification body (that is accredited to certify to a standard by a formal accreditation body) to verify conformity with the standard.

	
	

	Treatment
	‘Treatment’ means recovery or disposal operations, including preparation prior to recovery or disposal.


	
	

	Waste Management Hierarchy
	Recognized by decision BC-10/2 as Prevention, minimization, reuse, recycling, other recovery including energy recovery, and final disposal and, encourage treatment options that deliver the best overall environmental outcome, taking into account life-cycle thinking
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[Terms to go to SIWG on Legal Clarity – 

Bond 

Financial guarantee

Insurance

Liability]
Damage – definition within Liability Protocol
Preventing measure 

Measures of reinstatement – definition within Liability Protocol
Remediation

Compensation 
____________________
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To accompany the Manuals on Promotion of the Environmentally Sound Management of Wastes





 Basel  � Convention








( UNEP/CHW/CLI_EWG.2/1.


� “Other Wastes” are defined as 'Y46 Wastes collected from households' and 'Y47 Residues arising from the incineration of household wastes'.


� Preamble, Article 4 paragraphs 2, 8 and 10, Article 6 paragraph 3 (b), Article 10


� Article 4 paragraph 2 (d)


� Article 4 paragraph 2 (a) 


�This alternative would fit with Reuse: The using again, by a person other than its previous owner, of a good or component that is not waste for the same purpose for which it was conceived. Reuse would not include pre-processing activities. Direct reuse refers to substances destined for reuse without pre-processing.


�The proposed definition omits the reference to “direct re-use” which is currently in the chapeau of Annex IV A. In its report to OEWG9 on the options for further steps towards the consistent interpretation of terminology, including both voluntary and legally binding options, the SIWG will propose that the Chapeau of Annex IVA be amended by deleting the terms “direct re-use”. 


� See Manual on Prevention [TO CHECK WHETHER PARAPHRASE OF OECD MANUAL]





�To be further expanded – locate where used, definition of “damage” from Protocol, 


�Check context– disposal site or does this include landfill site


�Linkage with “consent” for some countries consent under Basel Convention is authorization


�Check origin of “registration” – is this used instead for N. America


�Terms common to Legal Clarity SIWG and EWG (highlighted in yellow) would be considered by the SIWG on Legal Clarity


�Check context – do manuals use life cycle, life cycle approach or life cycle analysis etc.?


�Check context and manual group to provide further information


�Check context
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